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Welcome to Macquarie Singers!


GENERAL INFORMATION

Macquarie Singers Inc. (MUS) is a not-for-profit community choir for adults that aims to foster, support and perform choral music. MUS encourages the formation of strong links with the wider community through singing.

Established by the renowned carillonist John Gordon in 1967, the year that Macquarie University first opened to students, MUS is the longest continuing choir in the local area. Our membership is open and non-auditioned. Members of the community of all backgrounds and musical abilities, including students, staff and alumni of the University, are all welcome to join.
The choir’s major emphasis is on mainstream classical repertoire from the 16th to 21st centuries, although concerts often include lighter works.  Recent concerts have featured choral standards such as Handel’s Zadok the Priest, Puccini’s Requiem, Faure’s Cantique de Jean Racine and Schubert’s Mass in G as well as contemporary classics by composers such as Karl Jenkins. On a lighter note, our recent a cappella concert included folk songs such as She Moved Through the Fair and An Irish Blessing, African songs such as Senzenina and Down to the River to Pray. We have also sung Indigenous Australian songs such as the lullaby, Inanay, and Gurrmul’s Wiyathul.
Members are issued with a password to access the members’ area of the choir’s website which provides a range of information such as the rehearsal schedule, choir policies and names of current committee members. It also has downloadable sound files to help members practise their parts. 

INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS
Membership  (You can view the membership policy at http://www.mus.org.au/joining/)
Membership is renewed at the start of each calendar year and it is assumed that current financial members will sing in all major concerts unless we are informed otherwise. To ensure choristers know their parts well enough to provide a quality performance to our paying audiences, we have a rehearsal attendance policy. Please check the rehearsal schedule for your availability. Can you attend enough rehearsals? Are you free on the concert and dress rehearsal dates? If you have any difficulties or concerns, we are very approachable, so please speak to our membership team or any committee member.
eNews

The email address you provide on your membership form will be used for our weekly electronic newsletter. Please read this eNews carefully as using eNews for announcements saves precious rehearsal time and allows us to let you know of any last minute changes. If you change your contact details please inform our membership secretary (membsec@mus.org.au). Items for eNews (e.g. brief notices of musical events) can be submitted to enews@mus.org.au or via the link at the bottom of the newsletter. Articles need to be submitted by Wednesday 12 noon.
Musical Scores

Our librarian will supply scores for purchase for our major concerts and our general repertoire.
Sometimes you may be asked to download pieces that are out of copyright from the members’ area of the website. This particularly applies to repertoire pieces that may be sung when opportunities arise during the year.  

Care of Music

A 2B pencil is best for marking directions given by the conductor and an eraser is also useful to remove unwanted or amended markings. Black folders or covers are used for music in performances.
Rehearsal and Supper Break
Members have been encouraged to wear masks upon arrival when NSW advises masks in public places.. We have a 15 minute break halfway through rehearsal during which tea and coffee may usually be purchased. Please bring your own mug or keep-cup. Please bring a small contribution for supper when you can. Food and drink other than water must not be consumed in the rehearsal area. Announcements concerning the choir are made at the break. If you have something important to announce, please inform the president before the rehearsal. Be back in your place promptly after the break.

Rehearsals

Our weekly rehearsals are usually on Monday evenings from 7 to 9.30 pm in North Ryde Community Church, 2 Cutler Pde, North Ryde. Please check the rehearsal calendar for additional and rehearsals.  Just before a concert, rehearsals may start earlier and/or finish later.  These final rehearsals are important for developing style and ensemble singing. Please note that both the ‘dress rehearsal’ and the rehearsal or warm-up on concert day are compulsory.

Attendance 
An attendance roll is kept. Make sure you are signed in each week. This is YOUR responsibility. This is used in case of an evacuation or fire drill in addition to keeping a record of attendance. The attendance policy can be found at http://www.mus.org.au/joining/attendance-policy/. Usually a minimum of 75% of the published rehearsals for a given concert must be attended. 

If you have unavoidably missed more rehearsals than specified, or cannot attend a compulsory rehearsal and still want to sing in the concert, please contact the membership secretary (membsec@mus.org.au). If you decide not to sing in a concert, please inform the membership secretary. This information is important so that we know whose names to include in the program and the conductor can plan seating on stage for the concert. Please also inform the rolls secretary (rolls@mus.org.au) if you will be missing rehearsals as not only do we like to know but it affects the balance of voice parts.

Conduct at Rehearsals

Please do not talk or interrupt the conductor during rehearsals. You can always speak to her or him in the break. If you have to assist a fellow chorister, please restrict yourself to non-verbal gestures, such as pointing to the relevant part of the score. 

Homework

We are expected to practise between rehearsals and the conductor may set specific homework from time to time. We all owe it to each other to do our homework between rehearsals. The choir provides various learning aids to assist us, such as rehearsal recordings and sound files on the website. There is usually a file for each voice part and one with all the parts. If your computer is equipped with a common media-playing application (such as Windows Media Player, Winamp, Real Player or iTunes), you can play a MIDI-file just by clicking on its link. However, you will find the file more useful if you download it to your computer and play it with software which allows you to make choices such as where to start, which voice parts to play and how fast to play. Software of this type, with instructions, is available from our website. Some people practise with a keyboard or other pitched instrument, or get together at somebody’s home.

Concerts

We usually have paid professional soloists and instrumentalists performing at our concerts. It is important that every choir member assists with publicity and ticket selling among family and friends.

If we do not sell enough tickets, we make a financial loss. Concert days are very busy, sometimes with a final rehearsal in the morning and having to arrive early. Venue layout permitting, a room near the performance space is made available as a ‘green room’ where choristers can gather before the concert and during the interval and where they can store their belongings during the concert. This room is locked for security during the concert.
Concert dress, unless otherwise advised, is all black. Women wear long-sleeved black shirts and long black skirts or slacks, with black shoes and socks/stockings. Men wear black shirts, trousers, shoes and socks. If different dress is required, such as coloured shirts, you will be told in plenty of time. Please restrict the use of perfume and scented aftershave as this may cause breathing difficulties for others. When filing onto and off the stage, the music is carried in the hand nearest the audience. No water bottles are allowed on stage during the concert.
The choir often provides refreshments for our audience, either at interval or after the concert, and you are normally asked to ‘bring a plate’. If you are not singing in the concert, your assistance with ‘front of house’ activities would be very welcome.

Personal Safety and Security

When you attend rehearsals, please lock your car and don’t leave valuables in sight. We like to be proactive about the safety of members who may have to wait for public transport or walk across campus late at night. If you are in this situation, please contact the president or membership secretary who may be able to help arrange a lift for you.

Related to personal safety is the issue of allergies. Some people are allergic to perfumes and other cosmetic products. We are all at close quarters and therefore request that you do not wear perfume, scented hairspray, deodorants or aftershave to rehearsals or concerts, and do not to apply or remove nail polish in dressing rooms or rehearsal areas. The smell may affect some people’s throat and voice, and at worst, may lead to asthma or even collapse. If you are suffering from a cold or virus but would still like to attend the rehearsal, you are welcome to come and sit at the back away from your fellow choristers.
Evacuation Procedure

If we need to evacuate for any reason, please be aware of less mobile members as you exit. Keep the right-hand side free to allow unhindered overtaking. Stay in the assembly area till the all-clear is given or until your 

name has been checked off the roll. Please take with you only easily managed personal possessions. Do not re-enter the building until the all-clear has been given.

Parking  

There is a free council park next to the church and plenty of free parking in the street.
Other Activities
The choir sings by invitation at Macquarie Hospital, North Ryde RSL and community events, sometimes at short notice. Please support the choir in these activities as it not only brings joy to others but helps to promote the choir. MUS choristers are also sometimes invited to sing with other choirs in large events. Details are announced at rehearsal and given in eNews.
IN BRIEF

· See the website (www.mus.org.au) for information about the choir.
· Pay the membership fee and pay for and collect your music.
· Inform MUS of your car registration if you are eligible for choir parking.
· Check the rehearsal schedule to ensure you are able to attend rehearsals and performances.  

· Read the weekly eNews.
· Be on time for rehearsals and bring your music, a 2B pencil and an eraser.

· Don’t wear perfumed cosmetics and don’t talk during rehearsal.
· Do your homework.

· Be familiar with the attendance policy and send apologies to rolls@mus.org.au.

· Advertise our concerts to friends and sell tickets.

· On concert days: ensure you have the proper clothes, music in black folder and know the times for rehearsal, warm-up and performance.

· Support MUS whenever you can in other activities.

General contact information

Web address:


www.mus.org.au 

Generic email addresses: 


President 

president@mus.org.au
Vice-President  
vp@mus.org.au
Secretary 

secretary@mus.org.au
Treasurer

treasurer@mus.org.au 
Librarian 

librarian@mus.org.au
Membership Secretary  membsec@mus.org.au
Webmaster 

webmaster@mus.org.au
Concert Manager
conman@mus.org.au
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