
Précis of Instructions for ‘Starlit Christmas’ Concert Music (as at 30 October) 

 

Sarah has asked us to put our music in concert program order and ensure we thoroughly know our 

parts. She recommends becoming especially familiar with the first bars of each of the Bach chorales. 

Rehearsing all the pieces in order using the sound files may be helpful: 

https://www.mus.org.au/members-news/mus-midi-files/. 

 

A general guide to pronunciation in the carols is “Je-saas” and “Chris-maas” and think of My Fair 

Lady’s “the rain in Spain falls mainly on the plain” for singing lines such as ‘Out on the plains…’. 

 

Leontovich arr. Wilhousky - Carol of the Bells 

First and second time endings: the first time through, sing the notes under the bracket with the 

number "1."; on the repeat, skip this and go straight to the last page and sing the ending under the 

bracket with the number "2.". No slowing down - anywhere - and basses, be careful to make a nice, 

round "o" sound before jumping straight on to the "m" in "Bohm!" at the end. 

Dings and dongs: make the vowel very short and get straight onto the “ng”. 

 

Praetorius - In Dulci Jubilo 

Bar 6: change "leit" to "liegt". 

Bars 13 and 15: change "E-ia" to "Ei-a". 

Altos: Bar 15, first word, the second syllable is said on the D; suggestion is to write "pha" / "he" / "a" 

under the D and cross out the type-written syllables for these. 

 

Taylor (arr.) - Patapan 

CORRECTION: Bars 7 & 11, 3rd verse, change "this" fife and drum to "the" fife and drum. 

Pronunciation: “Ah” rather than short “a” in “patapan”. 

Breathing points: 

Bar 4: Basses breathe before "With your" 

Bar 6: Basses breathe before "When we" / everyone else breathe at the end of the bar 

Bar 8: Basses breathe before "Pata" 

Bar 10: Basses breathe after "pan" / everyone else breathe at the end of the bar 

 

Gauntlett (arr Mann) - Once in Royal David's City 

Breathing points: 

In the first two 4-bar phrases, breathe at the double bar lines. 

Last 4 bars: bar 10, breathe after the first 2 crotchets  

 

Gjeilo - The Ground 

Breathing points (everyone unless specified): 

Bars 4, 12, 16, 24 and 36: at the end 

Bar 44: everyone except sopranos at the end; sopranos before the last note 

Bar 47: everyone except sopranos at the end; sopranos make the first note of bar 50 a crotchet (1 

beat) followed by a crotchet rest 

Breathing at the page turn into letter B is strictly forbidden! 

Bar 51: everyone except sopranos at the end; sopranos before the last note 

Bar 56: snatch a breath at the end if you need to 

Bar 58: at the end 

Bar 60: sopranos and basses before the last note; altos and tenors at the end 

Bar 64: snatch a breath at the end if you need to 

Bar 67: at the end 

Bar 73: at the comma 



Bar 75: very quick breath at the end, and don’t sing the “s” 

Bar 79: change the dotted minim to a minim (2 beats) followed by a crotchet rest (1 beat) 

Stagger your breathing to the end, coming in softly when you re-start. Breathing at the end of bar 83 

is also absolutely forbidden! 

 

James - The Silver Stars Are in the Sky 

Only the sopranos sing the beginning. (We have previously done sopranos and altos together.) 

Altos 1 and 2 split into the two parts marked by the small notes at ‘The boobook calls across the 

night...’. 

Breathe in 4-bar phrases. 

 

Deck the Hall with Boughs of Holly 

Note that this version is "deck the hall" (not "halls"). 

 

Pettman (arr.) - The Angel Gabriel 

Verse 2: change "known" to "now" (this amendment is being investigated). 

Alto: On the very last note (i.e. last time only), insert a tierce de Picardie (major third in final chord of 

a piece in a minor key) by changing the C to a C sharp. 

 

Poston - Jesus Christ the Apple Tree 

Verse 1 unison; verse 2 sopranos and altos; verses 3 and 4 SATB; verse 5 as a round. (Bass, alto, 

tenor, soprano, but this might change.) 

 

Buxtehude - In dulci jubilo 

Macaronic (mixed) text, i.e. more than one language, in this case, Latin and German.  

CORRECTION: Altos need to correct bar 161: the first G should be an A.  

Breathing points: 

Bar 33 before the last note 

Bar 45 at the end of the bar 

Bars 98, 151 and 163 before the last note. 

Mark this this pattern of breathing for the rest of the piece. 

 

Bach - Chorale Nr 9 

Breathe only in the rests; legato phrases; keep wide intervals smooth and connected; pronunciation 

“z” = “ts” / “ei” = “i” / “ß” = double s / “v” = “f” 

 

Bach - Chorale Nr 59 

Bar 2: The fermata (pause) is shown only above the soprano part in the score. All other parts should 

write it in above their parts. 

 

Bach - Chorale Nr. 64  

CORRECTION: Sopranos need to correct bar 50: the crotchet A should be a C sharp. 


